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Photographer John Gossage finds meaning in the ordinary. He reflects upon 
human experience in provocative images of drab and desolate places, often scarred by 
human or industrial abuse, in large cities such as Washington, D.C., where he now 
fives, or Berlin, where he has shot 10,000 pictures over the last seven years. 

Twenty-two photographs Gossage took in the no-man’s land along the Berlin 
Wall will be exhibited at The Cleveland Museum of Art from December 2, 1988, 
through January 22, 1989. Six large images are from a series of night scenes 
published in 1987 in a limited edition book, Stadt Des Schwarz (Black City). Taken 
with a handheld camera, using available fight and long exposures, these pictures are so 
dark that the eye must adjust to them gradually, as if to night itself, before details 
begin to emerge. Buildings and trees, reduced to silhouettes and outlines against the 
nighttime sky, illuminated occasionally by moonlight or a streetlamp, acquire a 
mysterious and disturbing power. 

Sixteen other photographs, about 4x5 inches in size, are of places near the 
Berlin Wall, taken fi*om morning through evening with very fast film, some with a 
telephoto lens. Brighter, with a wide tonal range, these are equally intriguing images-- 
gnm buildings and weedy lots viewed through fences, shadowy figures glimpsed 
through a tangle of trees, the formidable presence of the Wall itself. Soon to be 
published in book form, these photographs are exhibited for the first time. 

Bom in 1946, Gossage grew up in Staten Island. As a teenager he became 
interested in photography, visiting Manhattan to study the photography collection at 
the Museum of Modem Art and to seek advice from famous photographers such as 
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W. Eugene Smith, who gave him lessons in darkroom printing. Following studies with 
other New York photographers and at the progressive Walden School in Washington, 
D.C., he settled in Washington, where he began to develop the style and body of work 
for which he is now celebrated. Since 1977 he has been in charge of the graduate 
program in photography at the University of Maryland at College Park. During this 
time he has also organized many important exhibitions of photography. His own work, 
which he exhibits internationally, is in the collections of major museums. 

The images in this exhibition, lent by the Jones Troyer Fitzpatrick Gallery, 
Washington, D.C., were selected by Tom Hinson, curator of contemporary art at The 
Cleveland Museum of Art. 
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